Texas Intercollegiate Forensics Association

Spring 2014 Individual Events and Debate Tournament

Hosted by Rice University
Dear Director of Forensics:

On behalf of the Texas Intercollegiate Forensics Association, I would like to extend a sincere invitation for you and your students to compete at our state championship tournament for the spring of 2013.  The tournament will be held on the campus of Rice University, January 31 thru February 2, 2014.

Hotel rooms have been reserved at the Best Western Plaza Hotel & Suites at Medical Center located at 6700 Main St, Houston, TX 77030. In order to make reservations, please call the hotel directly at (713) 522-2811 and request a reservation in the Rice Speech and Debate Tournament block or Group Code RSNDT. The rate is $99.00 plus tax.  Texas schools will also need to bring your tax-exempt number if you do not wish to pay tax.    (RESERVATIONS DUE BY JANUARY 22, 2014)
Please remember that your $75 TIFA dues (if not paid in the fall) are payable at or before registration.  If you are paying at the tournament, please include your dues with your tournament entry fees.  If you are not attending the TIFA Tournament, or would like to pay your dues in advance, please send them to Wayne Kraemer, Department of Communication Studies, Texas State University-San Marcos, San Marcos, Texas 78666.

This tournament also features PERSUASIVE SPEAKING. The top two students in the final round advance to the Interstate Oratorical Association National Contest.  Applications for the Texas All State Forensics Squad are also attached and should be submitted to Wade Hescht (wade.hescht@lonestar.edu) by email no later than February 1st.  The purpose of the Texas All State Forensic Squad is to provide recognition of those students who have excelled in Forensics (in Individual Events, Debate, or both) while maintaining high levels of academic achievement and who are recognized as exhibiting strong character and leadership skills.

The members of the TIFA Tournament Committee and the forensics program at Rice University have been preparing what should be a competitive, enjoyable tournament, including competition in Debate and all Individual Events.  We look forward to seeing you on January 31st for some outstanding competition and a lot of Texas-style fun.
Respectfully, 
Wade Hescht




David Worth
TIFA Tournament Director


Host
Tentative:  SPRING 2014 TIFA TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Friday: TIFA 
11:00 -- 12:00 pm
Tournament Registration
12:00 --   1:15
pm
Round I  NPDA

  1:15 --   2:30
pm
Round II

  2:30 --   3:45
pm
Round III

  3:45 --   5:00
pm
Round IV

  5:00 --   5:30 pm
Dinner Break (pizza provided)

  5:30 --   6:45
pm
Round V

  6:45 --   8:00 pm
Round VI

  8:15


Coaches Meeting

Saturday: TIFA

7:45 - 8:30 

Registration for IE's
8:00 – 9:15

First debate elim*
9:00


Extemp Draw 

9:30 - 10:45

Round I Pattern A (EXT, POI, PER, DUO, POE, CA)

10:45 - 12:00

Round I Pattern B (PRO, IMP, INF, DI, ADS)

12:00-1:00

Semis Debate/Lunch break for all others*

1:00


Extemp Draw

1:30 -2:45

Round II Pattern A

2:45- 4:00

Round II Pattern B

4:00 5:15

Finals Debate*

5:00 – 6:15

Draw for Semis in Extemp, all Semis, Finals A

6:45 – 8:00

Finals B and Extemp Finals Draw

7:15 – 8:15

Finals Extemp

8:30 or ASAP

Awards

Sunday: Rice Invitational

  7:30 


Extemp Draw

  8:00 - 9:15

Round I Pattern A (EXT, POI, PER, DUO, POE, CA)

  9:15 - 10:30

Round I Pattern B (PRO, IMP, INF, DI, ADS)

  10:30 

Extemp Draw

  10:45 – 12:00
Round II Pattern A

  12:00 – 12:30
Lunch Break

  12:30 – 1:45 

Round II Pattern B

  1:45


Extemp Draw for Semis

  2:00 -- 3:15

 All Semis and Finals for Pattern A

  3:30 
 

Extemp Draw for Finals

  3:30 --  4:45

All Remaining Finals except Extemp

  4:00


Extemp Finals

  5:15  or ASAP
Awards Ceremony 
*Remember by TIFA By-Laws all IE judges are in the judging pool for Debate out rounds.

Hotel Information
Hotel rooms have been reserved at the Best Western Plaza Hotel & Suites at Medical Center located at 6700 Main St, Houston, TX 77030. In order to make reservations, please call the hotel directly at (713) 522-2811 and request a reservation in the Rice Speech and Debate Tournament block or Group Code RSNDT. The rate is $99.00 plus tax.  Texas schools will also need to bring your tax-exempt number if you do not wish to pay tax.    (RESERVATIONS DUE BY JANUARY 22, 2014)
General Tournament Information

Individual Events:  Contestants in prepared events may not use materials used by the student in competition prior to September 1, 2013.  AFA-NIET and TIFA rules govern all individual events.


Pattern A:
Duo, POI, Persuasion, Extemporaneous
Pattern B:
Prose, Impromptu, Informative
Pattern C:
Dramatic, ADS, CA, Poetry

NOTE:  Contestants in Extemporaneous Speaking who do not submit their contest topics to the judge will be disqualified from competition.

A student may enter three events per pattern.  There is no limit on number of entries per school per event; however, only the top 4 per event will count toward sweepstakes points.  Sweepstakes points will be assigned as follows:  1st place - 12 pts, 2nd place - 10 pts, 3rd place - 7 pts, finalists not placing will receive 5 points and semi-finalists not advancing will receive 2 points.

Debate:  Six prelim rounds (4 pre-set), plus the appropriate number of break rounds will be offered.  A “Novice” team is comprised of debaters, neither of whom has participated in more than two semesters of NPDA, and/or high school debate


NPDA Debate:  Parliamentary teams will debate resolutions varying by round.  

All debates will follow the NPDA rules.  All winning records are not guaranteed a break.


1.  NPDA will follow the 7-8-8-8-4-5 format.

Entries and Fees:  TIFA dues are $75, and are payable with your registration (If you did not pay in the fall).   Entry fees for the tournament are $10.00 per IE slot. Each uncovered slot will be charged $15.00.  The fees for debate entries are $50 per NPDA team.  Each uncovered debate team will be charged an additional $75.00.  The tournament director has the right to refuse debate entries that are not covered by judges as per the TIFA Constitution.  Each judge covers 2 debate teams and 12 IE slots.  PLEASE NOTE:  All judges are on stand-by for the first Parliamentary elimination rounds.  Entries are due Tuesday, January 28th at 5:00 pm.  All changes are due on Wednesday, January 29th at 12:00 pm.  All entries will be submitted via the joyoftournaments.com.

NUISANCE FEES
1. For each judge dropped after the drop deadline, there will be an additional $100 fee.

2. After Noon, Wednesday, January 29th, there will be a $20 charge for dropped IE entries and a $50 charge for dropped debate teams in addition to original entry fees.

3. Judges who do not pick up their assigned ballots on time (within 10 minutes after the round is scheduled to begin) will be penalized $25.  If their fine is not paid, the judge’s students will be deemed ineligible for elimination rounds and the school’s ballots will be held until the fees are paid.

4. Judges dropped on the day of the tournament incur a $100.00 fine.
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
Wayne Kraemer
Texas State University

