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The University of North Georgia
 Invites you to the
2016 Georgia Parliamentary Debate Association State Championship
Friday through Sunday, February 12-14, 2016

Dear Colleagues:

The University of North Georgia invites you to attend the 7th Annual Georgia Parliamentary Debate Association state championship debate tournament.  This year’s tournament features five rounds of both Open and Novice Competition in the NPDA format of policy debate on February 12-13, 2016.  After this tournament is completed, there will be a five round experimental tournament in IPDA debate, with the Standard IPDA Divisions—Pro, Novice, JV, and Open.

The tournament will be held at the Martha T. Nesbitt Center on the Gainesville (Oakwood) campus of the University of North Georgia, as have all previous intercollegiate debate tournaments hosted by the University of North Georgia.  The official tournament, with the same cumulative sweepstakes formula as in the past, will involved the two divisions of NPDA debate.  Although the IPDA tournament will be reported to the IPDA for national sweepstakes, its divisions will hold a separate sweepstakes from NPDA.  Because the IPDA tournament is experimental this year, GPDA will offer no “combined” sweepstakes.  IPDA  is held in order to inform the Association on whether to change the constitution to make IPDA a permanent part of the state parliamentary tournament.

The entry deadline will be at 5:00 on Monday, February 8, 2016.  In addition to adhering to this deadline, we also urge all attendees to cover their entries with qualified judges in NPDA, those who attend IPDA bring as many student judges as possible.  Although we will allow one judge to cover 4 IPDA entries, being able to not have to flight IPDA rounds would make this division more manageable.

We very much look forward to seeing you at the University of North Georgia this February.

All the best,

Dr. Charles Thomas Preston, Jr.					Dr. Michael Eaves
President, GPDA							First Vice President, GPDA

Dr. Janice Moss							Shawn Greiner
Immediate Past President, GPDA					Executive Secretary, GPDA

THE ENTRY DEADLINE IS 5:00 PM MONDAY FEBRUARY 8, 2016. Please send entries to Tom Preston at tom.preston@ung.edu

2015 GEORGIA PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION STATE CHAMPIONSHIP HOSTED BY: University of North Georgia

SCHEDULE

Friday, February 12
1:00			Registration/Resolution Drafting Meeting/Coaches  Meeting 
2:00		Judges’ Training/Briefing
2:40		NPDA Draw Round 1
3:00		Round 1
4:10 		NPDA Draw Round 2
4:30		Round 2
5:40		NPDA Draw Round 3
6:00		Round 3
7:00 or ASAP	Coaches and Students Meetings

	Saturday, February 13
		8:10			NPDA Draw Round 4
		8:30			Round 4
		10:10`			NPDA Draw Round 5
		10:30			Round 5
`                 12:00			Awards Lunch and First Elimination Round                       
                                                  Announcements
		1:10			Elimination Round 1 Draw
		1:30			Elimination Round 1
		2:40			Elimination Round 2 Draw
		3:00			Elimination Round 2
		4:10			Elimination Round 3 Draw
		4:30			Elimination Round 3  
		5:40			Elimination Round 4 Draw (if necessary)
		6:00			Elimination Round 4 (judge training for IPDA     
                                                  concurrently)
		7:00			Draw for IPDA Round I  (Note—IPDA will start 
                                                  earlier if four NPDA elims not necessary)			 	7:30		           IPDA Round I
		8:30		           Draw for IPDA Round II
		9:00		           IPDA Round II
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Sunday, February 14
		9:00		Draw for Round III IPDA
		9:30		IPDA Round III
		10:30		Draw for Round IV IPDA
		11:00		IPDA Round IV
		12:00		Lunch Break
		1:00		Draw for Round V IPDA
		1:30		Round V IPDA
		3:00		Draw for Elimination Round 1 IPDA
		3:30		Elimination round I
		4:30		Awards
		5:00		Elimination round 2 draw
		5:30		Elimination round 2
		6:00		Elimination round 3 draw
		6:30		Elimination round 3
		7:00		Elimination round 4 draw
		7:30		Elimination round 4 if necessary.

 
Additional Notes:

1. Entry Fee Schedule (please make check to UNG Debate):

School GPDA Dues for 2016				$25.00
Per NPDA Debate Team				  40.00
Uncovered NPDA Debate Teams			  70.00
IPDA Debate Entry					  20.00
Uncovered IPDA Debate Entries			  35.00

a. One judge covers two NPDA entries for NPDA tournament; One judge covers four IPDA entries for IPDA Tournaments. 
b. Important:  IPDA judge expectations are different from NPDA judges.  Although experienced debate judges are welcome, undergraduate and lay judges are encouraged in IPDA as long as not judging and entering the same division; NPDA judges must have a degree to judge varsity (undergraduates forfeit their competition eligibility), and qualified judges are encouraged in novice.  An attempt will be made to enforce the two-strike rule in varsity NPDA, though it cannot be guaranteed.  Strikes are unknown in IPDA.  THE ENTRY DEADLINE IS 5:00 PM MONDAY FEBRUARY 8, 2016. Please send entries to Tom Preston at tom.preston@ung.edu
2. Entry Limitations—For 2016, the GPDA entry limitations will revert to those specified by the constitution:  Within a division, no school may constitute for the 50 per cent  of the entries in that division.  And, if a school’s teams constitute 40 per cent or more of the entries, entries from that school may debate against each other in preliminary rounds in actual debates where a judge determines the outcome.  Due to restraints, a judge from that school may be asked to judge such rounds (though we will try to avoid that if the pool allows)
NOTE:  There will be no “caps” this year on the total number of teams a school may enter overall.  Although IPDA is experimental, the same rule will apply to IPDA Divisions.

3. Sweepstakes: The sweepstakes formula will be as follows counting only a school’s top four teams in Varsity NPDA.  This formula applies not only to the yearly sweepstakes for GPDA, but also to the cumulative sweepstakes:

	5 points per win in preliminary rounds
7 points per each team advancing to first elimination round
Speaker awards on the basis 10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1

Traveling trophy—The traveling trophy will go to the school with the most cumulative points based on the above system, with a school’s points reverting to zero after it wins the trophy for a year.

IPDA will not count toward GPDA sweepstakes this year, although as part of hosting UNG will give unofficial but tangible awards to the top three schools’ top eight IPDA entries, based on the above formula, but across all of the three student divisions.  We will also announce the top school based on pro also being counted.  If the GPDA votes to add IPDA as a permanent event, the way to treat the traveling trophy will need to be voted on by the membership by changing the Constitution.

4. Other Awards—Awards will be given to 1) a Student of the Year (voted by the coaches) and 2) a Critic of the Year (voted by the students).  All teams advancing will receive tangible awards, as well as the top speakers in each division.
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5. The NPDA divisions will operate as they have for the past two years in NPDA—varsity and novice. Only students in their first year of debate may do novice, and novice will not count toward sweepstakes.

6. As an experiment, the IPDA will offer all four divisions set forth by the IPDA bylaws—note that these eligibilty requirements are different from NPDA debate!  (eg, no complaints about NPDA debaters in open going in novice or JV the second tournament!  Know your requirements.)  Anybody may enter Open; only students with 15 or fewer tournaments of all forms of debate before GPDA, in college or high school, may enter JV; and only students with 7 or fewer tournaments of all forms of debate before GPDA, in college or high school, may enter novice.  A pro division will be offered in which anybody—coaches, alumni, or anybody “off the street” unaffiliated with a university, or unaffiliated teams may enter pro.  NOTE—if a student does two debate forms at one tournament (eg, does both NPDA and IPDA at a tournament), that only counts as one tournament.

Also, there is no written rule that because a student has “broken” in a division before, that they “move up” other than as required by the above rule.  This is a common misconception that we should work to dispel until it is codified by the IPDA.

7. Elimination Rounds (limited to four elimination rounds in every division)

If the division has fewer than four teams, it will not take place and will 
	Collapse into the next higher division.

All 3-2 teams will break, possibly necessitating partial elimination rounds with some teams receiving byes.  NOTE:  All school judges MUST stay through the first FULL elimination round.   Under no circumstances there be more than four elimination rounds in a division
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8. Seedings are based on the following criteria, with subsequent criteria being tie-breakers:

1.	Won-Loss Record
2.	TOTAL number of speaker points.
3.	Speaker points dropping high and low
4.	Speaker Ranks
5.	Opposition Record
6.	Random numbers

9. Speaker Awards are based on the following:

1.	TOTAL number of speaker points.
2.	Speaker points dropping high and low
3.	Speaker Ranks
4.	Opposition Record
5.	Random numbers

10. Topic Area Nominations:

NPDA:   Each school should nominate three topic areas by January 25, 2016.  Schools will be asked to vote on these areas by February 1, at which time the top 9 areas will be announced to the membership coaches via email, and on the Facebook web page.  A panel of tournament Directors will meet to formulate specific resolutions, as during the past two years.

IPDA:   IPDA does not announce topics or topic areas in advance.  Here, the coaches will vet and formulate 45 different resolutions, which will not be released until before each round at draw.  Students will have five topics to choose from, and take time striking topics as is IPDA custom.

11. Rules:  

Rules for NPDA debating, and other information, can be found at:
http://www.parlidebate.org/npda-rules/

Rules for IPDA debating, and other information, can be found at:  http://www.ipdadebate.info/  NOTE:  The part about the Constitution is outdated on the website.  We are following divisions set forth in the amended Constitution of 2015.
12. Any questions should be directed to Tom Preston, President, GPDA at 770-539-0444.
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